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AUGUST & 
SEPTEMBER 

2011 
 

VOLUME FOURTEEN 

 

This year Cuddington competed against 

2010‟s other winners for the Tindall Cup, 

and we won it! 
 

Judges‟ appreciative comments included: 
 

Churchyard: “a very good feel to it. We 

very much liked the flowers as you walk 

up the entrance to the church”. 

 
 

         (Continued on page 2)  

Although a well-timed shower at the 

commencement of festivities tried to 

dampen enthusiasm, it totally failed to 

do so, and large numbers of people 

flocked to Cuddington‟s bunting-strewn 
streets to enjoy its annual fête on the 9th 

July. 

 

The theme  was “Hats”, and it was sur-

prising how many of us are closet hat-

wearers. Every conceivable kind of titfer was on display: Panamas, toppers, 

bowlers, boaters, bonnets, fedoras, sombreros, large–brimmed floppy creations, 

you name it and someone was wearing it. 

 

Opened by our Strictly Come Dancing King Brendan Cole,  the fête offered all 

possible fête-full activities. A Grand Draw offered a generous cash prize, a meal 

at the Spread Eagle, a hamper and some wine; a tombola offered baskets of 

goodies, china-ware, chutneys and wines.  

(Continued on page 5) 

The 2011 Cuddington Gardens 

Open were blessed with a beau-

tiful sunny afternoon which at-

tracted over 1,000 visitors 

spending over £6,600!! 
 

And what gardens – ranging 

from the vibrant intimacy of 

Tony Orchard‟s little gem to the 

rolling lawns and newly planted 

orchard of The Old Place! 

 
My tour started with The Old Rectory which was its eighth time of opening  

and where their recently installed rill provided a wonderful rippling back 

ground of water sounds as well as a stunning image.  

(Continued on page 3) 

 

Chearsley Well And 
Truly Petanqued! 

 

In the first ever inter-village boules 

competition held on the new boules 

piste, Cuddington triumphed over 

Chearsley by 12 games to 4, on a 

wonderful, sunny afternoon. 
 

The team from 

Chearsley ar-

rived from their 

pre-match strate-

gy talk at The 

Bell, full of mis-
placed confi-

dence and brava-

do, but over the 

next few hours ... 

(Continued  on page 3) 
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Thought for the Month 

News is very mixed and this summer has brought some tragic stories to us. The terrible famine 
in the horn of Africa leaves us feeling helpless in the face of appalling suffering. For those of us 

who can remember the famines of the early 1980s it seems a awful repeat of that. It is dreadful 

to think that those who were young parents in that famine are likely to be grandparents in this 

one. Having survived near the edge for all these decades, they now see the next generation suf-

fering the same problems. In a blur of pain our summer news reports switched from the African 

famine to the Norwegian massacre and an impossible-to-imagine act of violence. A couple of weeks later a news 

story came from Norway of British young people caught in a polar bear attack. Meanwhile, there is a continuing 

backdrop of deaths of service men and women in Afghanistan and of continued fighting in Libya. How do we make 

sense of such a world? 

 

All of these situations speak about suffering, but the causes are complex. Some stem solely from human wrongdo-

ing – the terrible massacre in Norway used the isolation of an island to undertake an unspeakable act of human bru-

tality. Others seem caused by an encounter with nature rather than the evil of humanity – though a close look at the-

se stories show a more complex picture. The reports on the polar bear attack included predictions that these types of 

attacks may increase as bears lose habitat through climate change. The drought in East Africa is again linked to cli-
mate change and is exacerbated by war, government and global aid and economic issues. What can we do in the 

face of so much evil in the world? 

 

A Christian perspective is to face evil and seek to overcome. The cross of Christ is both an example and a means of 

meeting the evil of the world. An example because Jesus did not sidestep evil but faced it head on. He challenged 

the things that were wrong in the world and was not afraid to pay the ultimate price to do so. But the cross is more 

than an example: Jesus won the ultimate victory over evil on the cross and he rose from the dead as a foretaste of 

something so much better.  

 

The challenge for his followers today is to live in a way that points toward this better world – not a far away place 

but a world here where justice and peace have been fully established. The pain of this world is described in the New 

Testament as „creation groaning‟. Our world now is far from perfect, but the biblical promise is that there is a better 

kingdom coming. We can be a part of that kingdom now if we live fully under the leadership of Jesus the life-

giving King and live out his kingdom values in our lives today. All of that takes us back to the cross… 
 

Margot Hodson, Vicar 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

The War Memorial: “is  beautifully kept, and plants 

show the care which is taken” 
 

The Notice Boards: “were very well filled and indicat-

ed well all the activities which take place in the village” 
 

The Walk Down to the Stream: “was most attractive” 
 

The Bernard Hall: “is of course spectacular”. 

 

The cup will be presented by the Lord Lieutenant, Sir 

Henry Aubrey-Fletcher in Cuddington on the afternoon 

of Saturday 10th September. 

 

Two music groups are coming to St 

Nicholas.  

 

On Saturday September 3rd at 7.30 pm 

the Trillium  Trio  - soprano, flute and 

piano – will give a concert. Tickets £8 

in aid of the Utugi Street Children in 

Kenya. 
 

On Friday September 16th at 7.30pm– 

the Manor House String Quartet will 
play a variety of best loved classics. 

Tickets £10 (£8 for concessions). 
 

Both these concerts should be very 

enjoyable. At each refreshments will 

be provided in the interval. 
 

Tickets for both 

concerts can be 

obtained from 

Myles and  

Caroline Saker 

on 01844  

291825. 

On Sunday August 28th there will be 

only one service at St Nicholas – at 

10.am. It will be Songs of Praise com-

bined with readings from the King 

James Version of the Bible.  
 

If you would like to choose either a 

hymn or a reading for this service 
please let Nan Cattell know on 291313  

by Sunday August 21st. 

The next Gentlemen's Dining Club Din-

ner will be on Thursday 22  

September at the Crown 7.30 for 8 

o'clock £15 for a starter, main meal  
and cheese. Drinks not included.  
 

Interested gentlemen please contact  
Phil Johnson: 

E-mail: parkstone28@tiscali.co.uk Tele-

phone:  291526 



3 

(continued from page 1) 

 

Borders were in full flower giving all the 

feel and pleasure of a traditional English 

garden. 
In Bernard Close, Tony Orchard empha-

sised that colour was his main focus. 

And he has so much to show and be 

proud of.  “Now that is really something 

to come home to!” he said, indicating his 

display which was truly dramatic and 

demanding hours of tending and water-

ing. 
 

Sherry Scott‟s lovely grounds at 

Tyringham Hall have been opened on 

many occasions, and not just for NGS. 

Wall features and borders looked 

amazing and the newly completed or-

angery with knights makes a magnifi-
cent new backdrop.  

Afternoon teas 

were being con-

sumed just as 

fast as the many 

helpers could 

serve them, in the 

most relaxed of 

surroundings. 
 

Tibby‟s Cottage had not been opened since 1993 and Evelyn 

and Anthony Hatch, aided 

by their son Jeremy, have 

maintained a great tradition 
for the garden. The amazing 

gunnera stands alongside 

the delightful natural stream which is so much a 

feature of the garden; it supplies the duck pond 

which, until the ducks were introduced many years 

ago, suffered badly from weeds. 
 

And finally to The Old 

Place which is in its 

second year of opening and where the herbaceous border 

which Julia and Michael Straiton had put in is now reach-

ing maturity. The garden opens easily into open grass 

areas which the Straitons are re-planting as an orchard – a 

lovely mixture of some long established crab apple and 
newly planted fruit trees. 
 

Congratulations to all of the gardeners on giving Cudding-
ton yet something else to be really proud of and all of your 

hard work has really paid off! 

The Old Place’s newly  

established  borders. 

The Old Rectory's new rill. 

Chearsley Well And 
Truly Petanqued! 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

...were given a lesson in the more 

subtle tactics of the 

game by the Cudding-

ton players (ha, ha!). 
 

Once the rules had 

been agreed, the games 

commenced amid much 

good-natured taunting 

and barracking. The 
games were all well contested but by 

mid-afternoon Cuddington started to 

dominate. 
 

Hostilities were temporarily suspend-

ed whilst everyone enjoyed a variety 

of cakes and salads made by members 

of the Cuddington team, and French 

baguettes and various fillings pre-

pared by Vanda Goddard who we‟d 

all wish to thank for the invaluable 

help she provided on the day. Then it 

was back to the nail-biting contest. 
 

Despite some underhand tactics by 

the Chearsley players, which included 

being quite good at the game, Cud-
dington went on to win the impressive 

Boules Cup, kindly donated by Lor-

raine and Paul Ray. This was pre-

sented to a Cuddington team repre-

sentative by the Chearsley captain 

who demanded a rematch in Septem-

ber. The challenge was readily ac-

cepted, and we look forward to re-

peating our success. 

In the meantime, anyone who fancies 

a friendly game, the club meets on the 

playing field every Wednesday, 

weather permitting, at 7.00pm. Come 

along; it‟s fun!    

“Barnes Wallis” 

 

 

Tony Orchard with his  

dramatic displays. 

 

 

Tyringham Hall’s  

new orangery 

The magnificent gunnera  

at Tibby’s Cottage 

 

A Strange Coincidence 
Among the innumerable visitors to Tony Orchard‟s 

beautiful garden was a gentleman in his 80‟s who 

introduced himself as Tony Orchard! He was hold-

ing a copy of a book which he had written entitled 

“Here‟s to our Far Flung Empire. An account of a 

Colonial Upbringing”  which described his varied 
life. So here were two Tony Orchards --- the same 

name but with achievements in vastly different 

spheres. 
Two Tony Orchards! 

 

New Ventures at  
St Nicholas for Families 
 

A Sunday afternoon “Funday” service 

including tea and activities for all the 

family. It will be on the third Sunday of 

the month starting September 18th. 
 

A Toddlers singing group starts in Sep-

tember… see notice boards for more 

details 
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On the Sunday after the Cudding-

ton Fete 150 guests sat down to 

enjoy a Burmese Lunch. Sherry 

Scott opened her gardens at 

Tyringham Hall for the annual 
Burma Lunch in her continuing 

support for the Burma Forces  

Welfare Association (BFWA) a 

charity that supports the old sol-

diers of  Burma (Now the Repub-

lic of the Union of Myanmar) 

who fought alongside our own 

brave soldiers during the Second 

World War. 

 

Five marquees were erected to keep the diners shaded from the hot sunny  

afternoon. A pre-lunch Pimms cooled the guests before lunch, a time to  
walk the gardens or just renew old acquaintances. Lunch was a  

traditional Burmese Chicken Curry served with plentiful supply of red  

or white wine. The Curry is prepared by Chef Zeyya, a Burmese based in  

London. Strawberries and cream followed then cheese and biscuits and coffee.  

During the afternoon there was an auction and raffle and an opportunity  

for the ladies to buy quality Burmese jewellery. 

 

John Peppard who writes hit songs for American artistes brought his  

guitar and electronics to entertain in a very professional style. He  

had some ladies off their seats and dancing in the aisles.  

 
The BFWA distributes money to 4000 old soldiers living in Burma. These  

poor old men live from what they beg. The Burma Junta offer no support  

and successive UK governments have also ignored 

them . The BFWA collects money each year to give 

out as grant aid. Sherry leaves for  Burma on Friday 

the 5th August to hand out this much needed money. 

She thanks all who have supported the charity and 

looks forward to seeing old and new friends at next 

year‟s lunch. 

 

If you have spectacles you no longer need Sherry 

would love to hear from you. She takes as many as 
she can find with her to help those who have difficul-

ty seeing. Spectacles are not available in rural Burma. 
 

Contact Sherry on 01844 291526 

Work is well under way with our se-

cond banner, which is going to be a 

little more detailed than our Christmas 

one and will celebrate the Harvest 

season.  A small clue is given in one of 
our pictures. 

We meet once a fortnight, and some-

times more often, usually at Rosemary 

Bradbury‟s house where we are al-

ways given a warm welcome and some 

sustenance to help us through the 

evening.  We get a lot of pleasure as 

we work – some of us with the design, 

some sourcing the right fabrics, some 

stitching.  Talents which members 

have been keeping rather quiet about 

in the past are being uncovered, fresh 
ideas come to light as the weeks go by 

and we are certainly more confident 

about what we are doing than when 

we were working on “number one”. 

As mentioned, our new banner depicts 

a Harvest theme, and we are planning 

to finish and hang it by the beginning 

of October – certainly in time for the 

Harvest service on 8th October.  We 

are indeed fortunate that we have been 

blessed with our talents, and it is good 

not only to be able to enjoy the fellow-
ship and each other‟s company as we 

work, but we are also able to produce 

something we hope will enhance our 

lovely Church. 

Angela Sanderson 

 

 

The Gardening Club were lucky enough to visit the Walled 

Garden at Eythrope by kind permission of Lord and Lady 

Rothschild. This is a unique place and we were shown round 

by Head Gardener Sue Dickinson.  The estate consists of 60 

acres 4 ½ of which is the walled garden. 
 

There are 9 full time gardeners, 7 for the walled garden and 2 for The Pavilion, 

the private home of the Rothschilds.  The parterre is planted with two different 

types of geranium and lovely pots of red geraniums and plumbago are outside the 

house. The wild flower meadow had been created in the last three years as Lord 

Rothschild wanted a way of connecting the house with the walled garden which 

it does most effectively. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 

If you felt angry you could splat the rat, smash the 

china and throw cans in tin pan alley. You could have 

won a pork pie and a  giant teddy (having named it) 
while having your face painted.  If you were really 

hungry a delicious barbeque was there to help. Or a 

tasty tea at Tyringham Hall. 

 

After Cuddington Youth Drama performed to their 

usual high standard, talented performers lined the 

streets; a quartet of violins and guitars, the Hadden-

ham Hoofers, always a pleasure to watch, none of 

them ever puts a foot wrong. 

 

St Nicholas‟ church put on a fascinating display showing the eventful life in the 

village during 2010, and also guided tours up the tower for those not too vertigi-
nous.  And in the Methodist Chapel you could send a card to a soldier in Afghan-

istan – which are found to be very sup-

portive. 

 

If your speciality was guessing the weight 

of cakes, well, you could have done that. 

Stalls were selling plants,cakes, jams, 

sweets, painted horseshoes, books,  toys, 

ice cream and greeting cards. If you pre-

fer a gamble the lucky dip was waiting. 

The Carrs had their Kampala Music 
School stall selling indigenous artefacts 

and jewellery. 
 

Ever come across  a human fruit machine? There was one of those. On the bot-

tom green there were larger attractions. Tractor rides, farm animals, and a hand-

ful of memory-stirring classic cars. Cici Coco, Cuddington‟s little bit of Italy, 

offered delicious home-made pasta dishes. 
 

And there were many other attractions all round the village, too numerous to 

mention but all contributing to the conviviality.  
 

Chris Blumer, barely recognisable under a vast top hat and behind an enormous 

bow-tie,  very professionally conduct-

ed the auction where a huge variety of 

lots was on display and which attract-

ed a large number of enthusiastic bid-

ders. And the whole was splendidly 

controlled by the excellent  M C-

manship  of Mike Cottman.  
 

And as you left the village, tired and 

penniless but having greatly enjoyed 

yourself, you would have seen a fire 
engine with its rescue ladder reaching 

up to the clouds. 
 

After the initial rain the afternoon  happily remained dry, and the fete was  a great 

success – earning over £9,000. Congratulations to everyone who played a part to 

create a most enjoyable afternoon.    

         

A special thank you to Jayne Davidson who, in spite of having to pack up to 

leave Cuddington, as Chairman, led her team into producing such a happy and 

successful Fete.  
 

Many thanks also to Jayne and Philip for all the many things they have done for 

the village during their years in Cuddington. We will certainly miss them but we 

wish the family every happiness in their new home. 

John Fortgang 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations  
Katherine Stonham! 

 

In what has been described as an act 

of glorious insanity, Katherine and her 

team of three friends completed the 

Trailwalker UK 2011 Challenge by 

walking non stop for 100km (62miles) 

on Saturday 16th July.  

 

Their start time was 10am and they 

headed east along the South Downs 

Way walking through the night and 

arriving in Brighton the following 
morning. They have raised over 

£3,150 for Oxfam and Katherine 

thanks everyone in Cuddington who 

sponsored her. 

 

 

The wildlife Photography Competition 

was judged at The Cuddington Fete on 

July 9th. 
 

The overall best photograph was 

judged by people at the fete: about 150 

of them cast their vote for their favour-

ite image, and the winner was Ilona 

Ecott (Age 15) for “ Feathers”. Ilona 

won a £50 canvas print of any photo-
graph from Snappy Snaps in Ayles-

bury. 

 
The Junior (under 18) category was 

won by Charlie Dyckhoff, for his pho-

tograph of a chaffinch. Charlie‟s prize 

was a photograph frame. 
 

The runner up in the main section was 
Jaap Schram de Jong, with his picture 

of two cows peering over a fence. 
 

You can see the winning photograph at  
 

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/

view-page.php?pid=81 
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A meeting of parents of the children of Cuddington and Din-

ton C. of  E. School on 18thJuly gave them the opportunity to 

learn of future plans. Village Voice is publishing a full ac-

count of this meeting so that everyone can understand the 

situation. 
 

Mr Tomson, Assistant Headteacher, began by showing photo-

graphs of the fire damage and he explained that, although the 
classrooms were untouched, the damage elsewhere was exten-

sive and constituted a “major” incident in fire brigade terms. 

A significant amount of the damage was due to smoke and 

water. 
 

Mrs. Price then described what actions had and were being 

taken to ensure that the children‟s education would continue 

uninterrupted. She stressed that the facilities being provided 

by the church, the Bernard Hall and the Infant‟s hall were 

working extremely well. She accepted that conditions in 

shared areas were being stretched but that, with staggered use 

and flexibility, the children and staff were managing well. 
 

Mrs. Price went on to explain just how  four temporary class-

rooms (in two blocks) would be fitted on to the Infant site 

paddock for next term. There would be a separate unit for a 

self-contained staff room which would accommodate all staff. 
This meant that the existing staff room could be released for 

use as a music room as well as a library. She emphasised that 

the classrooms were of a very high standard, were well heated 

and equipped and that there were separate in-built girls‟ and 

boys‟ toilets. 
 

All of this was being arranged and co-ordinated by Bucks CC 

on the basis that as they insure our buildings they have to be 

the key link with the insurers and manage the whole claim 

process. Despite working to a very tight time schedule they 

are confident and committed to having everything in place for 

next term. 

 

Roger Pratap, who is both a Foundation Governor and a par-

ent, then explained that he had been asked by the special Gov-
erning Body meeting to head up a working party to manage 

the whole rebuild project. He outlined the process and 

aproach that his working party would be taking and then 

explained the likely time frame for re-instatement of the 

Junior site. Because so much assessment, planning and 

evaluation needs to go into just simply re-building the dam-

aged area in order to satisfy the insures, he explained that 

the absolute earliest that the Junior site could be ready 

would be April 2012 i.e. next Summer term. In all probabil-

ity it would be later and might even extend up to the Au-
tumn term of 2012. 
 

Mr. Pratap then explained that, as a key part of their remit 
was to examine the possibility of enhancing and improving 

the site, they would aim to conduct all of this assessment in 

parallel to the insurance process. By taking this approach 

he was optimistic that, whatever plan the Working Party 

recommended to the Governing Body for approval, it 

should not extend the time line for re-opening. He ex-

plained that the opinions of all stakeholders would be 

sought and that a questionnaire sheet would be available at 

the end of the meeting for parents to complete. 
   

The meeting was then opened up for questions. These and 

the answers provided can be seen in the Fire Update section 

of the school website. 
 

Chris Blumer, as Chairman of Governors, closed the meet-

ing by acknowledging and thanking parents and staff for 

their massive commitment and support in keeping the 
school going in the best possible way for the children. 
 

He also thanked the local community and residents for their 
forbearance with additional traffic and disruption, and he 

specially acknowledged the Church Wardens and the Ber-

nard Hall Management Committee for making their facili-

ties available. 
 

His final thanks were reserved for Mrs Kim Price for her 

tremendous leadership, supported by Mr Matt Tomson, not 

just during the last few weeks but during a year that had 

brought about great moves forwards for the school. 
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"HATS  OFF  TO  CUDDINGTON" 
 

The Cuddington fête committee would like to thank everyone who has been in-

volved in this year's fete including everyone living in the village.   We have re-
ceived  many very complimentary comments, particularly about the theme of 

"Hats Off" and weren't there a lot of hats walking around the village with people 

underneath them! 
 

Given the very wet start to the occasion,  we have to congratulate the children 

sitting in Ken Tomes' trailer getting wetter and wetter (as was Ken) and for all 

those of you who danced behind Brendan Cole who cheerfully led  the procession 

up to the Bernard Hall;   you opened the fete with such aplomb, Brendan, under 

what can only be described as a torrential downpour which stopped as soon as 

you had finished!    
 

Financially,  the fête has been another great success.  With some small 

amounts still to come in,  provisionally the net amount for this year comes 

to :   £7,600 
 

Letters have gone out to all the societies and clubs in the village with application 

forms for the allocation of fête funds,  which will take place at this year's AGM 

to be held in November;  the precise date will be given in Village Voice, on the 

web site and on the village notice boards at the beginning of October.   Full ac-

counts will also be available for you all to study and see how well your own par-
ticular stall did! 
 

You will know by now that we have lost our chairman Jayne Davidson, who did 
such a splendid job this year.   It is probable that we will also lose our Treasurer 

and Secretary.   At a recent meeting,  we unanimously came to the conclusion 

that we do need more helpers to do the fête justice.  So have a holiday, take a 

hard look at yourselves, then take a deep deep breath and put your name forward 

to help for next year!   It is a lot of hard work putting on the fête,  but to a man 

(and woman!) we enjoyed doing it and we all got on well and had fun - the fact 

that some of us keeled over at times is neither here nor there.   It's like childbirth:  

it hurts like hell at the time but when it is over you forget all about it!   Remem-

ber, many hands make light work. 

 

    Thank you all again,    The Fête Committee 2011 

On Sunday 17th July eighteen History 

Society members and friends went on a 

visit to Chinnor Steam Railway which 

was organised by the membership sec-

retary, Brenda Williams. With the ex-

ception of three young visitors all 

those present remembered using steam 
trains and some that actual line.  
 

As we walked towards the platform we 
could smell the coal burning in the 

furnace to heat the boiler evoking fond 

memories of journeys past always, it 

seemed, to exciting destinations. We 

joked that the smuts that accompanied 

such travel were never welcomed and 

in fact in their day roundly cursed!  
 

The platform was packed which con-

tributed to the holiday atmosphere and 

made us glad that our seats were 

booked. At last on board, the wait was 

not much more than fifteen minutes, 

we were seated in the dining car and 
once the journey had commenced our 

orders were taken for cream tea. 

Cloths on the tables, china cups, sau-

cers and plates, tea in a tea pot later 

to be topped up with hot water how 

gentle life was before styro foam cups 

and shrink wrapped food. The scones 

tasted like scones, the cream was thick 

and plentiful and the jam wonderfully 

sticky.  
 

The train journeyed towards Princes 

Risborough stopping to allow us to eat 

our tea in unhurried comfort. This 
done we retuned through the delightful 

Chiltern scenery to alight at Chinnor 

full of chatter and excitement.. How 

amazing to think that our child hood 

selves regularly took mundane jour-

neys that we would view with such 

affection in old age.  
 

Thank you Brenda for organising such 

a brilliant afternoon. 

The Parish Council has initiated the setting up of a Footpaths Working Group 

(FWG), headed by Parish Councillor Doug Kennedy, to monitor our many local 

footpaths and carry out maintenance work where necessary so that they remain in 

good condition for enjoyment by everyone.  We have seven active members cur-

rently and welcome anyone to join us who feels that they would like to contribute 
to this great asset. 

Cuddington is very fortunate in the quantity and quality of it‟s footpaths,  which 

give us access to the beautiful countryside that surrounds us from all points of the 

compass.  The FWG intends to deal with things as needed, and will meet mostly 

when working on a project. In the meantime, everyone involved contributes by 

cutting back vegetation, reporting problems, and Alan and Stella Marsh do an 

annual footpath audit on behalf of 

the Ramblers Association, which 

they share with us. 

 

If you would like to contribute,  to 

find out more, or to report a prob-
lem, please contact Doug Kennedy 

by email or telephone. 

(dgkennedy@alloverde.com; 01844 

290602) 

mailto:dgkennedy@alloverde.com
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Thanks to the organisers and their help-

ers the high standard set by the first of 

these breakfasts last September was 

maintained.  
 

On July 16th between 50 and 60 women 

came along to enjoy a delightful break-
fast as well as a thought - provoking talk.  
 

The set-out of the tables was most attrac-
tive, the breakfast was delicious and eve-

ryone enjoyed a pleasant chat before 

settling down to listen to the speaker.  
 

Sarah de Carvalho spoke about her re-

markable life. She told how at 28, despite 

a very successful career in television 

production, she was very aware that 

something was missing in her life. Her 

cousin encouraged her to attend several 

Christian events in London and it was with a new-found Christian 

faith that she felt called by God to go to Brazil. Here she met for the 

first time the reality of the dreadful conditions suffered by the thou-

sands living in the slums of Rio de Janiero and her heart went out 
particularly to the children caught up in these distressing circum-

stances. She determined to do what she could to help and after 

learning how to live alongside them she founded Happy Child. Since 

1993 the Happy Child vision has evolved into an effective pro-

gramme, transforming the lives of thousands of street children and 

helping many to return to their families, communities and socie-

ty. She now continues this work from the UK with visions to expand 

the ideal into other parts of the world. To find our more visit http://

happychild.org. 

 
Waddesdon Estates farm all 

the arable fields around Cud-

dington, and on June 29th, 

Alistair Brookes, the estate 
Farms Manager and two of his advisers, 

gave an excellent illustrated talk about 

what they do and how they farm.   

 

The Estate has achieved the highest level 

of environmental stewardship and con-

tinues to create species-rich field bound-

aries, bird seed areas, hedgerows, ponds 

and woods, and we in Cuddington are 

likely to bene-

fit greatly from 

the resulting 
increase in the 

numbers and 

variety of 

birds, butter-

flies and other 

wildlife and 

flowers.  

 

 

 

I photographed the hare pictured here adjacent to a footpath on Waddesdon land 
near the River Thame. 

 

Their objective is to farm profitably, using the most up-to-date of techniques, but 

taking the overall health of the environment into account, achieving a „best of both 

worlds‟ result for agriculture and the environment. Thus they use pesticides, but 

protect water courses from them and use them so that they cause as little damage 

as possible to wildflowers and insects in the vicinity, and they use large machines 

but leave areas for birds, mammals and insects to continue to thrive.  

 

Everything is planned under the advice of environmental and agronomic advisers 

and their view is that a healthier, more diverse countryside is essential and brings 

benefits to their business and to society. 
 

I hope that Cuddington residents will enjoy the wonderful display of wildflowers 

along the path down to Winchendon, and be inspired to find out more. 

 

We are very grateful to Alistair, Laura and Ollie for their time and their dedica-

tion. 

 Instead of the usual Garden Meeting in July W.I. members, along 

with a few guests, had an outing to Shillingford Bridge Hotel 

where they enjoyed lunch in a room overlooking the River 

Thames.  
 

After lunch about eight members at a time had a wonderful river 

trip to Benson and back thanks to  Tony Picot who had moored his 

boat  alongside the hotel for this purpose. Members expressed their 
great appreciation to Diane Picot for organising this outing and to Tony for this 

very special time on the river. 
 

On the Fete day the W.I. had their usual cake stall this year under their recently 

acquired new gazebo. Members very much appreciated the gifts of cakes which, 

added to members‟ own bakings, brought in the splendid sum of £224. 
 

The cake raffle was, as 

always, very popular, 

and thanks are again due 

to Mrs Dorothy Under-

wood who had kept up 

her tradition, going back 

many, many years, of 

providing a beautiful 

cake for this raffle  

  

http://happychild.org/
http://happychild.org/


9 

An early apple  

harvest. 

 

August 

Monday       1st   10-12.30p.m. Play around the Parishes 

Wednesday  3rd       7.30 p.m.   Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday     18th  10-12.30p.m. Play around the Parishes   
         Activities for 1-11years at 

         the Playing Fields 

Tuesday      23rd   10-12.30p.m. Play around the Parishes 

          Activities for 1-11 years at  

           the Playing Fields 

        

September 

Saturday     3rd      1.00 p.m.     Home Cricket Match 

                             7.30pm         Concert at St Nicholas (see page 2) 

Tuesday    6th        7.30pm        Parish Council 

Wednesday  7th      9.15am        Gardening  Club outing  (see page      ) 

Monday      12th      7.30pm       Gardening Club in Playing Fields Clubhouse (see 
          page 8) 

Tuesday      13th      2.30pm       W. I. Talk on “Policing the Newbury Bypass” 

Friday         16th     7.30pm        Concert in St Nicholas (see page 2) 

Tuesday      20th     7.30pm        History Society Talk on “A  FANY  in WW2” 

 

October 

Tuesday      6th        7.30pm      Parish Council 

Saturday      8th                        Harvest Supper in Bernard Hall 

Sunday        9th        10.0am and 6.pm Harvest Services in St Nicholas 

Monday      10th       7.30pm      Gardening Club. Talk on  

         “Gardens of the Cotswolds” 
Tuesday      11th      10.30 – 12 noon  Harvest Coffee Morning in St Nicholas 

          2.30 p.m.   W.I.Talk “ A little Zambian School” 

      Jennifer Schram de Jong 

Tuesday     18th       7.30 p.m.  History Society. Talk on “Bluestockings” 

Tuesday      25th      7.30am – 11am  Refuse Freighter in Playing Fields  car park     

(Continued from page 4) 

 

Work on the restoration of the Walled Garden was started in 1990 by Mary Keen 

and she was assisted by Sue Dickinson.  It is very much an ornamental as well as 

practical working kitchen garden, supplying flowers, fruit and vegetables for the 
family.  Any surplus fruit and vegetables are used by The Five Arrows Hotel and 

Waddesdon Plant Centre café. 
 

The fruit trees are chosen for their blossom as well as their fruit and to illustrate the breadth covered they have 9 varieties of 

quince trees alone. 
 

The variety of vegetables grown is truly impressive and maintained to such a high standard - with not a weed in sight! Game-

keepers‟ netting is used to protect some of the vegetables from partridges.  They have been influenced by Sarah Raven in 

some of the varieties of vegetables that are grown.  We walked through the restored Victorian greenhouses which contain 

vines, tomatoes, flowers and fruit.  There is an orchard with an interesting collection of apples for both cooking and eating. 
 

On leaving one sees slates hanging on the walls of the stable block containing a collection of poems by Alice Oswald. 

 
 

In September the Gardening Club is visiting West Green House 

near Hook in Hampshire and on 12th September Graham Talbot 

will be speaking of “Growing Dahlias” followed by the much 

anticipated  weigh-in for the Murphy Competition. 
 

The Plant Stall at the Fête made an amazing £605.50, so a huge 

thank you to everyone who donated plants and helped on the 

stall – and bought the plants!  

 

 

Unfortunately, June 2011 failed to 

flame! The overall average  

temperature was nearly 1 degree be-

low the long term average of 15.6 deg 

C (60F) - it was Cuddington's coolest 
June since 2002 (14.4 deg C, 58F); if 

that wasn't disappointing enough, sun-

shine was below average and rainfall 

well above. All this was in sharp con-

trast to June last year which saw the  

temperature close to 1 degree above 

average. 

 

Daytime maximum air temperatures in 

June averaged 20.2 deg C (68F); the  

eleven year average is 21.3 deg C 

(70F). Night time air minimum temper-
atures averaged 9.3 deg Celsius (49F); 

the long term average is 10.0 deg Cel-

sius (50F). 

 

The actual highest day time air maxi-

ma, occurred on the 27th (29.0 deg C,  

84F) and the lowest, 12th (15.1 deg C, 

59F). The highest night time air  

minima occurred on the 27th (18.9 deg 

C, 66F) and the lowest, 12th (3.5 deg 

C, 38F); the lowest grass temperature  
occurred at this time, (0.1 deg C, 32F), 

very close to freezing. 

 

Total bright sunshine amounted to 

158.19 hours, about 16% below aver-

age. 

 

June broke the run on the three previ-

ous months receiving below average  

rainfall; a total of 59.8mm (2.35 in) 

was collected - the 13 year long term  

average is 43.9mm (1.72 in). 
 

Sean Clarke 
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We were wrong. Wrong to be impatient and wrong to write off some of 

our winter casualties too early. Our 30ft Eucalyptus, which all year 

has looked as dead as a dodo, has sprouted some new growth, as have 

two of our Cordylines. It is the case however, if we have persistent 
hard winters in the future we will have to relook at the plants in the 

garden. 

 

What do we have to keep the interest going? The earlier summer per-

ennials have been succeeded by phlox, day lilies, heleniums, crocosmia 

“Lucifer”, acanthus and monarda.  Annuals such as cosmos and the 

dahlias are now in flower providing continuous colour until the first 

frosts. In the corners around the canal, the verbena bonariensis makes 

a good show en masse of purple stems. 

 

We‟re pulling out the opium poppies which have provided a good splash of colour but they are now falling over, turning yel-

low at the base and we need the space for new plants such as penstemons and cleome. We‟ve kept the seed heads of one or 
two of the pink and maroon ones for self seeding and likewise with the foxgloves, being biennial they have now finished but 

we keep the stems of the white ones also to self seed. Apparently if you should only want white ones, examine the underside of 

the leaves of seedlings carefully, those that are going to be white bear no trace of pink.  

 

At this stage of the year, one can take gar-

dening more leisurely - pottering around 

deadheading and gentle weeding. Keep an 

eye on your plants otherwise they will 

suddenly be gone, not that they have wan-

dered off but will have died through ne-

glect due to either lack of water or being 
swamped by their  

neighbours! 

  

The wild flower meadow has been the best 

ever this year and still has plenty of col-

our; there is now the mallow, field scabi-

ous, achillea and loads of wild carrot. The 

birds‟ foot trefoil has produced a second 

crop of flowers and we‟re considering 

delaying the mowing as everything needs 

time to set seed. 

 
Our Murphy potatoes are still looking 

good, but it‟s the contents of the buckets 

that count! 

 

James & Elsie 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr, 290000and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

August 
 
7th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
 

14th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 
 

21st 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
  

28th 10.00 am SONGS OF PRAISE 
     This service will include readings from the King James version of 
  the Bible 
  

September 
 
4th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 

 5.00 pm   TEA and PRAYER 
 

11th 10.00 am   FAMILY “RE:LIGHT” SERVICE  
  Thame Lighthouse follow-up. A service for all ages.  
 

18th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
 3.30-5 pm  FAMILY “FUNDAY” SERVICE 
  

25th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the Word, with a mixture of traditional and 
  modern hymns. The children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid 
  in the Bernard Hall at 9.50a.m. 

 11.15 am HOLY COMMUNION 
  A service with hymns, according to the Book of Common Prayer. 

 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 


